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Athenian statesman and general and founder of the

Delian League, which developed into the Athenian

Empire. Little is known of Aristides' early life.




The historical contex

The historical context of ancient Greece during Aristides' time was characterized by
the rise of democracy in Athens and the emergence of the Greek city-states as
influential players in the Mediterranean. This period also witnessed the Persian Wars,
a series of conflicts in which Greek city-states, including Athens, united to resist the
invasion of the Persian Empire. Aristides played a significant role in these events,
particularly during the Battle of Marathon. His dedication to justice and his
contributions to the defense of Athens and Greece made him a respected figure in
ancient Greek history.

i BTy R
. AITA

UL

i e f
.

L]




Birthplace Family

Aristides came from a modest
background. His father, Lysimachus, was a
farmer, and his mother's name was
Tiaucheu.

Ancient Athenian deme (district) of
Alopece, which was located within the
territory of Athens.

RECEPTION OF THE AMBASSADORS OF MARDONIUS.




Persian Uar

Aristides played a prominent role in the events that led
up to and during the Persian Wars (499-449 BC). These
wars were a series of conflicts between the Persian
Empire, led by King Darius | and later Xerxes |, and

several Greek city-states, including Athens and Sparta.




Aristides collaborated with fellow generals,
including Miltiades, to make critical
decisions that led to the Athenian victory at
Marathon. His focus on justice and fairness
extended to the way he treated his fellow
commanders and soldiers, fostering a sense
of unity and cooperation within the
Athenian ranks.




Battle of Marathon
(490 BC)

One of the key events that showcased Aristides' contribution was the
Battle of Marathon in 490 BC. Aristides, along with the Athenian
general Miltiades, played a crucial role in the successful defense of
Athens against the invading Persian forces. The Athenians, with a
smaller army, defeated the Persians in this decisive battle.




ABATTLE OF MARATHON

Aristides collaborated with fellow generals, including Miltiades,
to make critical decisions that led to the Athenian victory at
Marathon. His focus on justice and fairness extended to the way
he treated his fellow commanders and soldiers, fostering a sense
of unity and cooperation within the Athenian ranks.




Preparation and Leadership

Aristides was involved in the strategic and
logistical planning for the defense of Athens
and was a key figure in rallying the Athenian
citizens to fight against the Persians.

Description




Diplomacy In
Sparta

Aristides, renowned for his just and fair leadership, exhibited adept
diplomacy in dealings with Sparta. Recognizing the nuances of Spartan
culture, he successfully cultivated trust and collaboration between Athens
and Sparta, traditionally rivals. Aristides’ commitment to justice and his
pragmatic approach not only solidified a stable relationship but also
fostered unity in addressing shared challenges, highlighting his significant
contributions to diplomatic efforts in ancient Greece.




The Aegean world on the eve gf the
Peloponnesian War {431 BC.)
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Delian League

Aristides, the respected Athenian leader, played a key role in
the early days of the Delian League, a defensive alliance
formed to counter Persian threats. Known for his integrity, he
managed the league's finances to ensure its effectiveness.
Aristides, however, also advocated for fairness, aiming to
prevent the league from becoming an Athenian empire.
Despite his efforts, the league later evolved, with Athens
gaining dominance. Aristides' initial vision emphasized
collective security in the volatile political landscape of
ancient Greece.



Death and Later Reputation

Aristides, the just Athenian statesman, passed away around 468
BCE amid historical uncertainties. Despite facing political exile,
he left a lasting legacy of integrity and fairness. Posthumously,
Aristides gained acclaim as a virtuous leader, with Athenians
appreciating his ethical governance in contrast to the perceived
excesses of his peers, soliditying his enduring reputation in
Athenian history.
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